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Missionaries—New Style 
Younger missionaries report that 
a new approach to the entire world 
mission program is becoming in- 
evitable, if the Christian West ex- 
pects to continue its task of evan- 
gelism in non-Christian lands. The 
intense nationalism and new racial 
consciousness prevalent in greater 
Asia and in some African areas are 
creating increasing resistance to the 
introduction of foreign “superior” 
religious cultures and the denuncia- 
tions of the older religious faiths as 
inferior and evil. Many new Chris- 
tians in Japan, China, India, al- 
though aware of the evils in their 
native philosophies, have been re- 
cently re-examining the teachings of 
their own ancient religious proph- 
ets in the light of the behavior of 
the so-called “Christian” West. 
Many are concluding that their old 
native faiths have more appropriate 
application to human need today 
than the more idealistic Christian 
teachings. Also the implied superi- 
ority in living standards and cus- 
toms — when the missionary’s fam- 
ily lived in a walled compound — 
will no longer be countenanced. 
Young missionaries, reporting 
through Worldover Press, express 
their belief that only single persons 
free to live native style under prim- 
itive conditions “with joy and grace, 
a sense of humor and with a love 
for human beings” can meet this 
new need. The missionary of the 
future will probably have to ap- 
proach his task specifically as a lay 
worker —an agricultural expert, 
technical adviser, sanitation engi- 
neer, doctor, nurse or dietician — 
with the Christian witness a part of 
his daily life and emphasized in- 
directly. This new approach will be 
sternly rejected by some missionary 
boards but the increasing restric- 
tions already surrounding mission- 
aries in many areas speak clearly of 
the future. Young missionaries be- 
lieve the Christian witness can be 
presented even more effectively 
through this new approach. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


EARMAMENT BRINGS PEACE? With the completion of agree- 
ments for West German rearmament, a waye of.revulsion is felt in 
Germany, especially among German youth. “No one I have talked to 
in weeks — and I have been in many youth and student groups — has ex- 
pressed anything but distaste and rebellion for the rearmament program. 
Only the politicians, the former Nazi army officers and the Americans 
want it,” writes a responsible observer to your editor. The youth of East 
Germany have long sullenly resisted the Red rearmament program and 
the Communists recognize it as a treacherously weak spot in their armor. 
GERMAN NAZI NATIONALISM is reviving with the arms talk. 
There have already been scenes of violence where revived Nazism has tak- 
en over mass gatherings. Do these arms programs—so neat and promising 
on the military maps in the Pentagon — lead us towards peace and order 
or towards chaos? 
WHAT MOST GERMANS WANT is a reunited, neutral, unarmed 
Germany which will not become a battleground, for then it will menace no 
other power and will thus have a better chance to live in peace. 


EW MILITARY SERVICE LAW: The Eisenhower Administration 

will urge upon the newly elected Congress a sweeping military man- 
power plan aimed at the militarization of American life on a scale ex- 
ceeding any peace-time effort in our history. The new proposal aims to 
replace the conscription law expiring June 30, 1955, and features a great 
expansion of the present reserve system, providing for the drafting of 
18% year old boys for 8 years, of which at least 6 years will be in re- 
serve duty. The current law does not enforce the reserve obligation after 
a boy has fulfilled his service requirements. The aim now is to make 
reserve duty compulsory. 

THE PROPAGANDA DRIVE to support the new draft and re- 
serve law will emphasize (1) that a greater reserve force is necessary be- 
cause of the threat of war with Russia, said to be imminent, although 
there is no evidence whatever to justify this fear (for amplification, see the 
report in the column to the right “Dangerous Men”); (2) that a strong re- 
serve will cost less because it will eliminate the need for large standing ar- 
mies — an approach which it is hoped will appeal to an economy-minded 
Congress; (3) that “concepts of equality and justice” in the proposed new 
draft law provide the same service requirements for everyone. The title of 
the new program will be Universal Service, a wedding of Universal Military 
Service — which the military could not put over —and Selective Service. 


AR RENEWED AGAINST THE UNITED NATIONS: The anti- 

UN Bricker Amendment will also be pushed in the new Congress in 
a slightly revised form. The new proposals will soften some of the more 
brazen features which sought to empower the Congress or the States to 
veto any international agreements made by the Executive Branch. But 
the same determined intentions will remain — to prevent the U. S. from 
becoming a party to any enlargement of the UN power and authority 
that might challenge traditional nationalistic concepts or racial attitudes 
prevailing in this country. As one senator who is a Republican, but not a 
member of the GOP extremists, wrote recently, “Sen. Bricker doesn’t be- 
lieve in the atomic age.” Like to the old man who died the other day on 
a mule farm in Missouri mumbling during his last hours, “They ain’t any 


good, never will be.” When asked what he meant, he replied, “Them gas- 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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Dangerous Men 

In terms of war threat — believe 
it or not — the most dangerous men 
in the world right now are in the 
U. S. Senate. The Russians do not 
want war; they want world revolu- 
tion. They know that a war will 
leave nothing but untold destruc- 
tion; the Reds attempt their ad- 
vances only where the corruption 
and disintegration of a nation make 
a proletariate revolution possible. 
We have misinterpreted the Red 
menace as being nearly 100 per cent 
military (our misinterpretation evi- 
denced by our own national budg- 
et), almost entirely ignoring the po- 
litical and economic threat. 

In several countries native Com- 
munists are boring their way to 
power through rotting structures in 
old regimes, some of which, as in 
French Vietnam, we support. We 
have crowded the Russian frontier 
with our many bomber bases, pro- 
viding the Moscow tyrants with all 
the evidence needed to convince 
their enslaved populations that we 
are preparing to attack the Soviet 
and that they face a “great defen- 
sive war,” vastly increasing the hold 
of tyranny over the Russian masses. 
With both nations armed to the 
teeth, this has resulted in a very 
tense, dangerous military situation. 


It is against this background that 
Sen. Knowland and a few others 
are demanding that we notify Rus- 
sia that, if the Communists make 
any further advance, we will at- 
tack. But native Reds are someday 
bound to bore through their totter- 
ing regimes — and thus they will be 
“making another advance”; the 
Russian defense chiefs should be ex- 
pected to make some defensive 
maneuvers in the coming months— 
wouldn’t we if they were encamped 
in Cuba and South of the Rio 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Dangerous Men 
(continued) 

Grande? Our. nation should be 
grateful for the reassuring words of 
Pres. Eisenhower and Winston 
Churchill, advising that we keep 
strong but let time relieve tensions 
— for, with our constructive help, 
time can alter all things. And the 
nation should be warned of the men 
who would gamble total destruction 
to gain headlines that promote their 
personal political fortunes. 


We Are All Involved 


One out of every 5 boys coming 
of military age “in a very few 
years” will have a juvenile court 
record, according to a report pre- 
sented to prison and correctional of- 
ficials at the recent annual meeting 
of the Congress of Correction. This 
estimate is based on the present rate 
of increase in juvenile delinquency 
and its affect on the armed forces. 
Consultants in Air Force personnel 
research analyzed a study of the 
military careers of juvenile delin- 
quents in the hope of working out 
better methods of screening out un- 
desirables while making use of for- 
mer delinquents who might be po- 
tentially valuable. The investigators 
summarized the findings thus far: 
“While a complete barring of for- 
mer juvenile delinquents from the 
armed forces is impracticable in 
view of the number of juvenile de- 
linquents in our population, an in- 
discriminate acceptance of juvenile 
delinquents is also out of the ques- 
tion on the basis of the experience 
with the groups studied.” 

But this is not merely a military 
problem. We are all involved. For 
the increasing rate of juvenile de- 
linquency parallels alarmingly the 
general moral slackening in our so- 
ciety as a whole and cannot be iso- 
lated or treated separately. The 
Medical Correctional Association, 
for example, recently considered a 
report on shoplifting from Dr. Fab- 
ian L. Rouke, a clinical psycholo- 
gist specializing in criminology — 
every week there are about 100,000 
thefts from department stores in the 
U. S., the value of the stolen goods 
amounting to about $75,000,000 
per year. Yet less than 10 per cent 
of these were professional thieves, 
while less than 3 per cent of the 
amateur thieves stole for material 
gain. Problems of personality ad- 
justment were said to be the chief 
cause — and such problems are in- 
evitable when man tries to “go it 
alone” without God. 


DESEGREGATION: Virginia 
still holds determinedly to racial 
segregation in public schools. Local 
school superintendents have been 
advised that the Virginia law re- 
quiring separation of races is still in 
force. However, Roman Catholic 
high schools are open to Negroes as 
are many Catholic grade schools. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


oline engines.” Now swift flight and atomic power is changing all human 
environment. 

THE CRUX OF THE DETERMINED FIGHT against the UN 
centers in the fact that the UN cannot be strengthened, cannot be lifted 
out of its crippled condition and remade into a working structure of 
peace unless the leading member states are willing to grant to this inter- 
national body sufficient authority to promote the security and welfare of 
all the people now living on this shrunken, crowded planet. This author- 
ity of the UN —so widely heralded at its founding when mankind had 
been humbled and chastened by the suffering of war — has been under- 
mined by the intrigues of Russia and the unilateral actions of the U. S. 

RECENT EVENTS IN THIS COUNTRY have provided the 
anti-UN forces with fresh waves of resentment and prejudices which they 
may draw upon. The Supreme Court order proclaiming the illegality of 
segregation has stirred up sentiments that will be turned against the UN, 
for such an international body must of necessity adhere to principles of 
equality and justice for all peoples. (This principle was dramatically un- 
derscored in 1950 by the UN Commission on Race, which was composed 
of many of the world’s leading scientists and sponsored by UNESCO. The 
Commission reported that all scientific knowledge emphatically indicates 
that the whole human race is of one flesh, that in all things, given equal 
environment, we are the same. This was what stirred the bitter fight on the 
UNESCO in various areas of this country.) 

If the UN should gain sufficient stature and authority to enforce 
the principle of universal equality, providing international courts to which 
any oppressed people might appeal, one can imagine how such an op- 
portunity would be used by the influential Negro organizations that have 
ably and stoutly pursued the cause of desegregation throughout the U. S. 
Hence the propaganda you"! be hearing about “the threat to our nation- 
al sovereignty in the UN” will never mention racial matters, but the in- 
formed layman should know the real nature of the issue. 


ET-BACKS AND THE UN: There will be new anti-UN sentiments 

stirred up in the Southwest and West because of the ever increas- 
ing problem of the illegal wet-back agricultural migration from Mexico — 
a problem which has now been extended far beyond the farmlands of the 
Rio Grande and Imperial Valleys. As long as the illegal wet-back migra- 
tion did not spread much beyond the areas adjacent to the Mexican bor- 
der, the situation could be kept under control. But in the last few years 
these illegal migrations have increased until U. S. relations with a score 
of foreign countries have been adversely affected, and the outreach has 
involved international syndicates dealing in narcotics, prostitution, the 
smuggling of arms and munitions to outlaws and revolutionaries in Cen- 
tral and Latin America, not to mention the problems of disease and low- 
ered living standards that have threatened the entire Southwest and seri- 
ously afflicted even such distant cities as Kansas City, Chicago, Denver, 
St. Louis, Cincinnati and Detroit. 

Some weeks ago we ran a brief report on the wet-back situation, 
and in the condensation of the material we failed to make clear that the 
disease and crime-ridden slum conditions are not centered in the Imperial 
Valley of California or in the Rio Grande communities; nor are these con- 
ditions the fault of the American ranchers and farmers in those areas. We 
want to apologize sincerely to our friends in those valleys for not explain- 
ing that there are thousands of American farmers and orchardists who 
have treated their Mexican employees with Christian charity and fairness. 
But it is equally tragic for citizens of these localities not to understand the 
wider complexities of the problem. In reports from ranchers who are aware 
of the true situation, from educators, clergymen, Government officials and 
even from some newspaper men who have sent us material which they 
frankly admit would be unacceptable to their own publications — because 
of local pressures — we have assembled the following facts which will 
bear upon the fight against the UN and international cooperation: 

The prosperity of the fruitful sections of the Southwest adjacent 
to the Mexican border has been largely founded upon low cost Mexican 
labor. Grain, stock and fruit farmers of Kansas, Iowa, Michigan must 
pay $6 to $8 a day for labor. The legal rate of pay for Mexican help has 
been about $3.50 a day, with thousands working for much less; in many 
cases on record they have received less than $2 a day. Since even $2 a day 
is much more than the wage scale in Mexico, tens of thousands of Mexi- 
cans have been attracted across the Rio Grande, most of them entering 
illegally. When the tide of illegal migrations began to swell until large 
numbers were invading the labor market elsewhere and filling the slums in 
distant cities, deepening the stream of crime, narcotics, prostitution and 
disease, the whole thing became a major problem for police officials in 
many states. Our Government was forced to secure the cooperation of 
the Mexican Government to regain control of the situation. This neces- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


“What Can I Do?” 

When frozen by the thought that 
the world’s problems are so big that 
there seems to be no place for any 
one person to take hold, it is well 
to consider the advice given to men 
going into battle. “The important 
place is where you are.” 

ONE WOMAN in Dayton, Ohio, 
for instance, has spearheaded a com- 
munity-wide move to provide a re- 
habilitation program for local 
Workhouse prisoners. In the course 
of her job, Mrs. LaVina Wilson, 
program assistant at the Central 
YMCA, had occasion to visit Work- 
house Supt. Edgar R. Etter who 


pointed out the prisoners’ need for | 


help in preparing to face life again 
upon release. As a result of this 
conversation, Mrs. Wilson helped to 
organize a Citizens Participation 
Committee for the Rehabilitation of 
Prisoners — with leading citizens of 
all faiths and from many profes- 
sions joining in a program design- 
ed to provide diagnosis of prison- 
ers’ needs, training in preparing 
them to return to society and par- 
ticularly aid and guidance after re- 
lease in finding work, places to 
live, hope for the future. The citi- 
zens group hopes to provide a full- 
time trained social worker, but em- 
phasis is placed on the actual serv- 
ices citizens themselves can _per- 
form. At the first organizational 
meeting of the Citizens Participa- 
tion Committee, over 200 persons 
heard Myrl Alexander, assistant di- 
rector of the U. S. Bureau of Pris- 
ons, outline the areas in which citi- 
zen participation is needed in the 
workhouse program. 
INTERRACIAL HOUSING: In 
the second-fastest growing area in 
the U. S. — Lower Bucks County, 
Penn., where the vast new U. S. 
Steel plant has been located — the 
building boom that started in 1950 
had until the latter part of °54 in- 
cluded no new homes for Negro 
workers. Now, however, two prom- 
inent builders, George E. Otto and 
Morris Milgram, have inaugurated 
the first “open occupancy” housing 
development in the area, — Con- 
cord Park, a community of attrac- 
tive, well planned ranch-type houses 
with 3 bedrooms, the most modern 
equipment and quarter-acre plots— 
excellent values for $11,990 with 
liberal financing, the average month- 
ly carrying charges amounting to 
$74.36. Both the white and Negro 
families who have already bought 
homes in Concord Park share with 
the builders the hope of setting “a 
pattern of living which can give re- 
newed confidence in American de- 
mocracy to the non-white two- 
thirds of the world’s population.” 


Although under Quaker leader- 
ship, this is not a philanthropic ven- 
ture, but an example of free enter- 
prise that will be profitable as well 
as a constructive experiment to- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Candle Lighting 


NE of the oldest Christmas festivals of the Church was the Feast of 
Light, in which a processional of pilgrims. each lighting his candle or 
torch from another, spread light all through the vast gloom of the sanctuary. 74 


Chis Christmas 


hands on the light to you 
through a gift subscription to 


BETWEEN LINES 


The Wells Newsletter 


Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., N.Y. 16,N.Y. 
Publication Office: Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 


which is dedicated to the task of bringing 
light into the gloomy jungle of propaganda, 
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“What Can I Do?” 


(continued) 

wards democracy in housing. For, 
contrary to many unsubstantiated 
claims, the record in other areas 
has already proved that Negroes do 
not depreciate property values — 
unless the area has already begun to 
slide toward the slum category. 
Self-respecting, industrious Negroes 
have as good and often a slightly 
better record for payment and up- 
keep as whites of equivalent educa- 
tional and financial standing. 
VOLUNTEERS for radioactive 
exposure: The amount of radioac- 
tivity which the human body can 
endure without damage is not pre- 
cisely known — hence the concern 
which atomic scientists express over 
the possible injury that even a few 
atomic blasts might do to this or the 
next generation. However, more 
exact information may result from 
an experiment at a University of 
Colorado hospital where 9 consci- 
entious objectors will eat radioac- 
tive food, under research observa- 
tion. The CO’s, required to perform 
two years of alternative service un- 
der the draft, have expressed a will- 
ingness to continue the experiment 
longer than their draft obligation — 
if needed. 

ONE WOMAN IN EGYPT is 
leading a remarkable fight against 
illiteracy in her country — with a 
program that aims at a goal of 100 
per cent literacy for Egypt within 3 
years. Mme. Doria Shafik’s battle 
against illiteracy grew out of her 
work for women’s suffrage which 
has now been promised — but Gov- 
ernment officials told her that only 


literate women would be given the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


sitated first a tightening of the immigration controls at the border. 

Since there were criminal elements frequently involved, and since 
some of the American ranching interests, dependent upon this cheap labor 
supply, have done much to thwart the Government efforts, the immigra- 
tion officials and border patrols have often found themselves in hot water, 
and have, under these pressures, sometimes acted unwisely. 

Another element that adds fat to the fire has been the action of 
American labor leaders who have entered the picture. The Mexican work- 
ers’ wage scale had already brought havoc to the wage pattern of Ameri- 
can farm workers in the Southwest, a situation that has frequently provok- 
ed violence. But now with an increasing number of Mexican immigrants 
overflowing the farm areas and spilling over into other labor markets, the 
standard of living in many American workers’ communities was being 
threatened. But with the appearance of the CIO and AFL leaders along 
the border, the hatred of labor union leaders and organizers, already preva- 
lent among many ranchers and farmers, flamed high. Such reaction, we 
might add, is quite justified in some circumstances because of the intem- 
perate methods used by the labor organizers in the past. 

It should be noted at this point, however, that agriculturalists of 
the Southwest would be the first to protest about unfair and illegal compe- 
tition — if Mexican fruits and vegetables began to pour over the border at 
prices far below those the American producer must have to support his 
family in the “American manner.” But when a labor leader endeavors to 
protect the American worker in the same way, he’s called a “Red.” 

ALL THESE FERMENTS, from the public school segregation 
problem in the deep South to the resentment against Spanish-speaking im- 
migrants in the Southwest, the Midwest and the Far West, will now be 
played upon by the anti-UN forces. Such arguments as these will be used, 
“If you allow the UN to continue it won’t be long until the niggers and 
wet-backs will be demanding that the UN come down here to tell us how 
we gotta run our state. So we must take the U. S. out of the UN, or run the 
UN out of the U. S.” There are sensationalists in press and radio who will 
play upon these passions, bringing the conflict to every American’s doorstep. 

WHAT MANY WILL NOT FACE is that a plane can now leave 
Berlin and be over Paris in 20 minutes, be over London in 30 minutes, 
over N. Y. in 90 minutes more, and over Chicago or Atlanta, Dallas or 
Denver with equal speed..... In a very few months a guided missile can 
make the entire journey in 20 minutes. In that kind of a world, killing the 
UN on Saturday would only mean we would have to start to build some- 
thing just like it again on Monday or sink into such chaos and poverty as 
the world has never known before. All around us are minds too unaware 
and unenlightened to realize the meaning of the modern atomic age, too 


primitive to care. For those who see, whose minds and hearts have been 
(continued on NEXT page) 


“What Can I Do?” 


(continued) 

vote. She didn’t think this was a 
fair restriction; nevertheless she and 
her organization, the Daughters of 
the Nile, already operate 50 schools 
where 2,000 women can be taught 
to read and write in 3 months. The 
technique is based on Dr. Frank C. 
Lauback’s method — except that, 
in place of his “Each one teach 
one” approach, her group asks that 
each one teach ten. 

Mme. Shafik would be an out- 
standing woman in any country. 
Poet, novelist, publisher of five 
magazines, she holds a doctorate 
from the Sorbonne in Paris. In not- 
ing the progress of women in Egypt 
over the last 35 years, she pointed 
out that in 1924 there were no sec- 
ondary schools for women in Egypt, 
whereas by 1929 the University of 
Cairo was opened to women. Not 
only has the traditional veil, former- 
ly worn by all Moslem women, 
been rapidly disappearing, but by 
the time she and her colleagues 
made their fight for women’s suf- 
frage, they had found courage 
enough to storm the Parliament 
buildings and to go on hunger 
strikes. 


References on Oil 

How the so-called oil conserva- 
tion program was manipulated into 
monopoly control by the big oil 
companies is a long and devious 
record of double talk and double 
dealing. It is not easy for the aver- 
age reader to get at the facts, for an 
unbiased research job has never 
been done on this subject. But many 
sources piece together the record of 
how the large oil corporations have 
built highly centralized systems of 
enormous wealth and great political 
influence, by the manipulation and 
conscienceless exploitation of our 
natural wealth — whereas, if we are 
to maintain a capitalistic free en- 
terprise economy, such resources 
should be used to increase the op- 
portunity and economic participa- 
tion open to all the people. But, 
even books which were written on 
grants from oil corporations, hence 
put the best possible face on their 
activities, provide further documen- 
tation of the familiar pattern: that 
most of the great oil fields were dis- 
covered by individual prospectors in 
the true spirit of free independent 
enterprise—yet almost all the great 
fields are now controlled by the 
giant oil combines. Other books that 
merely record the personal histories 
of colorful figures in the oil indus- 
try also reveal inadvertently the 
methods by which public officials 
and legislatures became pawns in 
the fight to concentrate oil power 
into fewer and fewer hands. 

Ironically, the big oil corpora- 
tions were able to use Government 
regulation as their chief weapon, 


for they turned production restric- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





References on Oil 
(continued) 
tions into a means of squeezing out 


the small operators. The crux of 
this situation is that the petroleum 
industry is probably too big for gen- 
uinely free enterprise—and regula- 
tion has been necessary as the ma- 
jor companies have insisted. But if 
that is so, then the regulation should 
be in the public interest — and not 
for the unfair advantage and enrich- 
ment of a few corporations. 


PRICE STABILIZATION, Not 
Conservation: The recently published 
Three Stars for The Colonel by 
James A. Clark (Random House, $4.) 
is a detailed account of the fight 
made by Col. Ernest O. Thompson, 
of the Texas Railroad Commission, 
to establish controls over the 
amount of oil that could be pump- 
ed out of the ground in order to 
conserve our national resources, for 
oil was being produced haphazardly 
and wastefully with no considera- 
tion of the future needs of the 
country. Prompted as a conserva- 
tion program,—which Col. Thomp- 
son still sincerely believes it was — 
it actually enabled the major oil 
corporations to twist the production 
restrictions into a price stabilization 
measure which strengthened the 
major companies while it weakened 
the small independent oil compa- 
nies. Though Thompson himself 
has been courageous and honest in 
trying to represent the interests of 
the people of Texas and elsewhere, 
the record of his efforts provides an 
interesting example of how the ma- 
jor oil companies have been able 
to turn all regulatory legislation, 
on both state and local levels, to 
their own monopolistic advantage. 
The book naively cites the 
number of independent oil compa- 
nies that still operate in Texas. But 
it fails to mention the huge volume 
of oil produced by a few major 
companies compared to the relative- 
ly small amount produced by the 
independents — and the almost 
complete stranglehold the major 
companies have over transportation, 
refining and marketing. 

The irony of the situation in 
Texas is that probably no state tried 
harder to keep monopoly out, had 
in fact by 1911 outlawed Standard 
Oil entirely — only to wake up 2 
few years later and find that Stand- 
ard Oil (through ownership of the 
giant Humble Oil Co. and other 
affiliates) was back in full opera- 
tion, along with other great corpor- 
ations. These are so largely owned 
by Eastern capital as to have in- 
spired the famous comment that 
Texas was New York’s most profit- 
able colony. 


OIL & POLITICS: One of the 
few independent “wildcatters” who 
found oil and profited fantastically 
by his own discoveries is the fab- 


ulous H. R. Cullen of Houston, a 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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quickened, and who care, there is a great task — a great responsibility. 


IRACLE IN FRANCE: Western Europe cannot hang together with- 
out a strong France. Bringing France into a firm defense alliance 
with Britain, West Germany and the U. S. is all very secondary to the need 
of making France strong internally. What would happen to the entire 
Western defense system if France and Italy both suddenly voted them- 
selves into communism? All the billions we have spent would mean noth- 
ing — worse than nothing, for the arms we had provided would be turned 
against us. In the last French elections over 27 per cent of the voters were 
Communist, and comprised almost the largest single party vote. Italy reg- 
istered nearly 38 per cent Red votes in their last election; more unemploy- 
ment or an economic crisis could quickly tip the scales in either country. 
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING, therefore, happening now 
in Europe is the effort of the Mendes-France Government in Paris to in- 
augurate a New Deal in the French economy. And it is really a New Deal; 
tax reform, making the rich pay taxes in proportion to wealth, which the 
wealthy have never done in France or Italy; modernization of industrial 
production, forcing business management to raise wages, increase produc- 
tion by plowing back some of the profit into new plant equipment; a com- 
plete clean-up of archaic bureaucracy throughout the French Govern- 
ment; and other reforms touching many phases of business, including 
France’s trade with America. No French political leader has dared under- 
take such a thing since the war. Will Mendes-France be able to do it? He 
has been a miracle man so far, and is rapidly becoming the most resource- 
ful, imaginative leader in the entire European scene — practical, down- 
to-earth, determined and ruthiessly fair to all sections of the population. 
He kept his promise in ending the war in Indochina and had to buck 
American pressures to do it. He said to Washington, “If you want this 
war, go ahead and fight it; we’ve had enough. We can’t save Asia — we’ve 
got to save France.” Washington couldn’t believe that Mendes-France 
meant it, but he did. The same forthright courage is now being applied to 
France’s economy, and that will knock some more shingles off American 
roofs. But it must be done — only a constructive revolution can prevent 
violent revolution. If France is strong internally, all of Europe is safer. 
Especially will Italian political leaders take heart and prepare to 
tackle a clean-up of their own tax-dodging big business combines, and the 
land-holding aristocracy who have blocked almost every reform. But they 
can’t tackle wealth there without stirring sensitive nerves here, so there will 
be complaints about “radical socialistic” trends in Italy by conservative 
interests here who have close association with European wealth and would 
save the world by keeping the status quo entire. 


LCOHOL AND PROGRESS: Miracle-man Mendes-France is also 
giving American liquor interests the jitters. He has launched the 
most intelligent, skillfully promoted, anti-alcohol campaign in modern his- 
tory. He has not attempted a prohibition law across the boards which of- 
fends moderate drinkers and even independent non-drinkers and soon be- 
comes almost impossible to enforce. While Mendes-France is pushing for 
laws curbing excessive drinking and the uneconomic consumption of 
French resources in the production of alcoholic beverages, he is concen- 
trating on a forceful educational campaign, which exposes alcohol’s im- 
measurable damage to health, production in industry, highway safety, and 
its role in the great increase of crime and divorce. In the meantime, he 
is winning the support of the rapidly growing dairy industry in France by 
promoting the substitution of milk for alcohol, and by setting the exam- 
ple as conspicuously as he can by drinking milk on all occasions. 

THE PLACE OF ALCOHOL IN THE LIFE OF AMERICA 
closely parallels that of France. If the press and radio should begin to tell 
the truth about alcohol’s relation to the great increase of crime, delin- 
quency and divorce in this country, and to the terrible toll alcohol takes 
on our highways; if the press should report how the alcohol interests have 
subtly used their influence to get liquor accepted as a part of a GI train- 
ing curriculum, to get a bar with hard liquor supplies into every fraternity 
house on American campuses—this country would be swept with a storm of 
public protest. But most of our newspaper and radio combines have been 
bought off by liquor advertising dollars; school leaders have been intimi- 
dated, and even pulpits silenced by the truly subversive propaganda which 
has persuaded people that the cocktail bar and bourbon jigger are required 
passports to “smart” society. 

Because Mendes-France is a Jew (of long, distinguished French 
ancestry), inclined to be reverent of all religions instead of any single 
faith, because he is offending some of the baronial financial interests in 
this country through his “socialistic” economic reforms in France — he 
may not survive. But as long as he does and keeps moving forward, he is 
a light on a rather darkening European horizon. 


Burt Cero 


References on Oil 
(continued) 
biography of whom has just been 
released. (The title, Hugh Roy Cub 
len by Kilman & Wright; the pub- 
lisher, Prentice-Hall, $4.) Because 
this book is a superficial and adula- 
tory account of his career and his 
vast philanthropies about which he 
is not in the least modest—it would 
hold little interest for the serious 
student of the oil era, except for the 
unabashed pride with which it de. 
tails Cullen’s political machinations, 
Few citizens have realized the scale 
on which he could afford to mags 
support for the policies he favored 
(the Bricker Amendment, all anti- 
UN measures, the Tidelands bill, 
ete.); or his part in congression- 
al elections in many states, such 
as having “helped elect Dirksen” 
of Illinois. This book provides fur- 
ther evidence of the out-of-balance 
influence which a few oil tycoons 
exert on legislation on both state 
and national levels (See BTL, 
Nov. 1)— because of their unfair 
tax advantage (denied all other tax- 
payers), an advantage they have 
thus far been able to perpetuate be- 
cause of the political obligations 
owed to them by so many politicians, 


FOR OTHER FACTS about the 
petroleum industry, see Rebirth of 
Monopoly by Wm. J. Kemnitzer 
(Harper, 38) which is available in 
most large libraries. It containg 
much still pertinent information 
on the interlocking relationships of 
major oil companies through own- 
ership, patents and affiliates. While 
the major oil companies talk loud 
ly about their many stockholders, 
the largest proportion of 
stocks are held not only by a sm 
percentage of their stockholders —— 
but these same investors also own 
large blocks in other big companies, 

Meanwhile the actual administra 
tion of the major oil companies ig 
usually in the hands of skillful men 
such as the Standard heads who 
describe themselves as “country 
boys from Texas” — members of 
that growing management class of 
trained administrators who do not 
usually own controlling amounts of 
stocks but draw large salaries and 
bonuses. And paradoxically most of 
these large companies, like the 
Standard group, maintain company 
medical programs, pension systems 
and other benefits which are v 
enlightened and progressive — 
though they would be condemned 
as “socialistic” if proposed by any 
but a large business corporation. 

For a revealing picture of the 
petroleum industry in the pre-de- 
pression years—and the enormous 
profits that were then considered 
perfectly respectable, see The Black 
Golconda by Isaac F. Marcossom 
(Harper, °’24). Here also will be 
found background on Middle East 
oil operations, as well as maneuvers 
of foreign oil companies. 











ital atecigger 34 


smappiras te PS 





See File tice ener 





